
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Are you speaking for yourself about this

or did others tell you this...?

“Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him,

‘Are You the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you speaking

for yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?’”

(John 18:33-34 NKJV)

How much of what we know about the Bible is a result of what others have told

us? If we had to put a percentage on that question, what would it be? Would we

have to say that 50% of what we know is from what others have told us —

could we say 10% — or would we have to say 80% — maybe even 90 or 95%?

Is the faith to which we “subscribe” a faith that was passed down to us from our

parents — or maybe even explained to us by a professor, minister or someone

else whom we trusted? Are we certain that what we believe is in agreement with

what is taught in the Scriptures? How do we know that for sure if at least half of

what we believe to be true is based on what someone else has told us is true?

Have we checked it out for ourselves in “The Book?” Are we absolutely certain

that the beliefs we hold are truly according to the Scriptures? If our beliefs have

been determined because of what someone else told us, did they have it right?

Did they use books other than the Bible to “explain” it to us? Did whatever they

taught us come from a catechism or creed that was written by people rather than

coming from the Bible itself — inspired by the Holy Spirit? When God has

given us His very own Word, why would we want to go to a book or catechism

written by men to find out what God says. Why not use God’s own Book — the

Bible? Are we speaking for ourselves about what we believe or have we accepted

whatever others have told us about Jesus, His Church and the way of salvation?

We began our eleventh year of Diligence with the previous issue. Over those

years, we have written several articles concerning not only the importance —

but also the necessity — of studying the Bible. It seems more recently however

that there is an easy acceptance of numerous theologies and beliefs that are in

direct conflict with the Scriptures — even within the Church itself. There are only

a few reasons one could use to explain why this would be happening.

One possible reason could be that Christians are simply unaware of what the

Bible says. If all of us were familiar with the Scriptures, red flags would go up

the minute we heard anything that seemed to not coincide with that Word.
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Several of the prophecies discussed in that material completely repudiate the

doctrine of Premillennialism — an extremely popular belief among many

denominations. Briefly, a common part of that doctrine teaches that Christ will

return to this earth and set up His kingdom here and reign on the literal throne of

David in Jerusalem for one-thousand years. Jeremiah 22:30 however states:

“Thus says the Lord,‘Write this man [Jechoniah] down childless, [no heirs

to the throne] A man who will not prosper in his days; For no man of

his descendants will prosper sitting on the throne of David or ruling

again in Judah.’” (NASB)

In Principles of Old Testament Prophecy, Wayne Jackson states:

“The problem with that [Premillennialism] is Jesus Christ is a descendent

of David from Jechoniah. He is in the royal line. ... So Jeremiah said

nobody descended from David will ever sit on the literal throne in

Jerusalem ever again.” [emphasis added]

Brother Jackson goes on to say this then would mean that either Jeremiah was a

false prophet — or — that if the premillennialist teaching is correct, Jesus

would not prosper on that throne — “...his administration would be a flop.”

(See http://www.fortifyyourfaithbookstore.org/ for information on this material)

This particular prophecy is only one of several that clearly refute the doctrine of

Premillennialism. Yet a huge number of “christians” accept it because — and only

because others have told them it was so. They are not speaking for themselves.

They have failed to cross check with the Scriptures what they have been told.

Space here doesn’t allow discussion of other examples — though they are abundant.

But a list of just a few beliefs accepted by many that are in conflict with the

Scriptures would include such things as  — 

•  praying “the sinners prayer” for salvation

•  there is no prescribed method for worship in the Scriptures

•  communion does not need to be practiced every Lord’s day

•  worship can be held on Saturday evening as well as on Sunday

•  there are many paths to heaven

•  all churches are the same

•  baptism does not require complete immersion

We could go on and on with this list if space was not limited. There is no shortage

of preachers and television evangelists that — if cross checked with the Bible

would have to be challenged by those who examine the Scriptures as the Bereans

did. Those who commit to following the Word of God must be able to speak for

themselves — not accept and believe whatever they have been told by others.

What they have been told may be in direct conflict with God’s own Words.
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reading this article who did not grow up in the Church — but instead grew up in a

denomination that taught many things that were in direct conflict with the Scriptures.

It was — at some point — in the lives of those of us in that latter category, that

we came to the realization that the Biblical instruction we had been given was

actually not Biblical after all. We came to the realization that our parents and

perhaps numerous other adults in our lives had misled us — obviously uninten-

tionally — but nevertheless, misled us. For us also, it is difficult to concede that

those whom we had considered to be trustworthy steered us in the wrong direction

concerning religious beliefs and practices.

There is in this previous paragraph, an extremely valuable lesson for those of us

who did grow up in the Church. All too often, individuals who have been raised

in a household steeped in a Biblically based doctrine, have very little idea at all why

we believe what we believe. We just accept that it’s right because someone whom

we completely trusted “thoroughly studied it out” and shared their conclusions

with us. Doing that however, causes us to fail at making our beliefs our own

through personal study of the Bible. It can therefore be quite dangerous to be

more trusting than we should be. Too often, we assume that if the one teaching

the lesson is a strong and reliable Christian who has “studied it out” — then it

must be right. (The Bereans surely didn’t see it that way). It would be wise for

any of us who find ourselves in this group of Christians to consider the fact that

if those of us who did not grow up in the New Testament Church, had operated

on that same basis, we would likely have remained in the denomination in which

we grew up and would still be blindly accepting theologies and teachings that

were perhaps in direct conflict with the Scriptures.

Italian scholar and poet Francesco Petrarca — often referred to as “the father of

humanism” — stated that “suspicion is the cancer of friendship.” While that

may be true in some circumstances, it may not necessarily be true where the

Scriptures are concerned. For example, one might possibly say that the Bereans

were so “suspicious” of everything Paul taught that they chose to cross check

his every word. Why else did they examine the Scriptures to see if what he said

was true? Didn’t they believe him? Was that, in their case a bad thing?

Apparently not since the Scriptures say they were “more noble” than those who

did not do the same thing (Acts 17:11). Perhaps we — like the Bereans — should

have our ears “perked up” every time we attend a Bible class and cross check

what we hear with the Scriptures. Maybe we should always be just a bit suspicious

(at the very least, inquisitive) of what we hear in a Bible class or sermon. We

shouldn’t just assume it’s always according to the Word because we completely

trust the presenter who has surely “studied it out” prior to the lesson.

Let’s take a moment now and consider just one examples where countless “christians”

have so easily accepted a clearly unbiblical doctrine simply because they have been

told it’s true. We recently completed a study by Wayne Jackson that is published

by Christian Courier Publications entitled Principles of Old Testament Prophecy.

Remember that the Bereans “received the message with great eagerness and

examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.” (Acts 17:11

NIV 1984) So if the Bereans didn’t even trust what Paul had to say, we should be

extremely cautious of what we hear and examine the Scriptures for ourselves —

not just rely on what others tell us.

Another possible reason we might use to explain this easy acceptance of error could

be that Christians are so afraid of conflict, that they are willing to let questionable

teachings go unchallenged. They find it much easier to accept error — in the name

of “keeping peace” — than risk the conflict that might result from a challenge. 

“I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you

by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel — which is

really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into

confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or

an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we

preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have already said,

so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than

what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!”(Gal. 1:6-9 NIV 1984)

Is conflict worse than allowing a soul to be eternally condemned because of

preaching a different gospel? Christians who allow questionable teachings to go

unchallenged because they fear conflict are putting their own comfort ahead of

the welfare of a soul.

“For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and

discipline. Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or

of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according

to the power of God,” (II Tim. 1:7-8 NASB)

Still another reason why some of us might accept theologies and teachings that are

in conflict with the Scriptures could be that we “shop” until we find someone (or

some denomination) that teaches a theology or way of salvation that is in agreement

with that which we have already become convinced. If we don’t like what we

hear (even though it may be according to the Scriptures) we continue to “search” for

what we want to call “the truth” when in reality, its not “the truth” we’re searching

for at all — but is rather something we like — something we can “live with”

after we hear it — something with which we agree — something that doesn’t

require serious “adjustments” or a change of direction regarding erroneous beliefs

we may have already accepted. It is very difficult to concede that someone whom

we had considered to be trustworthy — steered us in a wrong direction where

religious beliefs and practices were concerned.

Another possible reason for the acceptance of theologies and beliefs that are in direct

conflict with the Scriptures — even within the Church itself, could be that Christians

are often simply more trusting than perhaps we should be. Some of us who are

reading this article grew up in the Church and had parents and teachers who were

able to be trusted as far as their Biblical instructions. There are also some of us
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