
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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The Hayes Code

Some of you who are reading this will remember watching The Dick Van Dyke

Show (1961-1966) during the early days of television. Some of you may even

remember watching I Love Lucy (1951-1957) during the even earlier days of TV.

You may also remember that on neither of those shows — as well as others similar

to them — did viewers ever see Rob and Laura Petrie or Lucy and Ricky Ricardo

in the same bed — together. That was because of something called The Hayes Code.

The Hayes Code was a series of rules and regulations that were designed to

moderate the action of Hollywood film industry directors and producers. The

Code dictated that a man and woman could never be seen in the same bed. If

the situation occurred that a man and woman were on the same bed together,

one of them had to keep a leg on the floor. So, for instance, a man could sit on

the side of a bed and talk to a woman in the bed, but one of his legs had to

maintain contact with the floor at all times.

We sure have come a long way since then, haven’t we? Things have really changed,

haven’t they? And they changed right under our noses. The world is no longer

the same as it was just those few years ago. Did you see it happening? Or did you

wake up one day and wonder what happened? Are you wondering how we managed

to get from where we were then to where we are today? You know what?? It didn’t

happen overnight. It happened a step at a time — a step at a time that we might

have hardly even noticed while it was happening. It happened in small incremental

steps. A little one here and a little one there — and all of them together — eventually

altered our world. Were we, as Christians so busy functioning within our own

protected environment that we paid little if any, attention to the numerous warning

signs? Did we just “write off” those incremental steps? Did we think they were

just not important enough to matter? They weren’t directly effecting us — we didn’t

go to the movies or watch that much TV anyway. But the world was, nevertheless

changing right under our noses. And you know what else?? Our children were

growing up — and that world they were seeing was “normal” for them — even

though it was changing drastically from what we had experienced at their ages. Were

we too busy practicing Christianity within our own framework and with each other

to notice that our children weren’t growing up in a Hayes Code controlled world?

Did we even notice that they were experiencing a new way of life and living?
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Parents must realize that youngsters are growing up in a society where Christian

families are no longer stable — divorce is widespread and therefore accepted as

“normal” for today’s culture. Things that would have been considered to be “morally

depraved” a few years ago are now the norm for teen-agers. Methods of Bible

study that were common yesterday are considered “outdated” today. Worship

practices that were normal yesterday are considered “outdated” today. How

have we managed to get to this “new camp” that youngsters as well as some so

called Christians now consider to be the norm? We got there gradually. We got

there through incremental steps. We got there when Bible Study started to

become less and less important. We got there when books by so called Christian

authors began to be more widely read than did the Scriptures. We got there

when the faith of well meaning Christians started to depend on the teachings of

those writers more than they depended on the Scriptures. We got there when the

words and opinions of so called Christian authors became more important than

God’s Words. We got there for a million other incremental reasons that are far

too numerous to mention here. And it all happened right under our noses.

The beginning of the downward spiral hooked its initial roots firmly in Christian

foundations when The Code — the Scriptures — were strategically and incremen-

tally replaced with so called Christian writers. Those writers have introduced a

system that came along many, many years after the original Code was written.

The Scriptures were replaced with something that seemed more intriguing and

far more mysterious. Something that was steeped in heresy from its very inception

500 years after Christ’s death. Something that can not be found in the original

Code. It is only found in the writings of Monks, Nuns and early Roman Catholic

Mystics and was brought to life again through the writings of a man by the name of

Richard Foster. He has been followed by an explosion of others just like him.

When Christians place their trust in writings other than the Scriptures and let those

writers become their teachers, there is no Code to moderate the evil of the heart.

“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and

that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”

(Gen. 6:5 NASB)

Those writers and teachers entice Christians by telling them of a way that is more

exciting than the way the “older generation” viewed God and studied the Bible. They

tell of a way they can enhance their relationship with God — a way they can be

closer to God than their parents could ever understand. So they decide to abandon

The Code given to them by God Himself and look instead to Mystics, Nuns and

Monks for a new community they will call “normal.” They will belong to a new kind

of church they will call “normal” but it will not be the church of the New Testament.
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As we stated earlier, this change is happening at an extremely accelerated speed

in the Church. It’s happening with doctrinal teachings. Our youth are being highly

influenced to accept as “normal” a Gospel that is foreign to the Scriptures. And

Christian parents are often oblivious to that influence and continue to send their

children to events and Colleges that are intent on changing what has been “normal”

for us into a new normal for youth. And the teachers at those events and

Colleges care not whether or not the “older generation” likes it or not. They will

just calmly say “...your child belongs to us already... What are you? You will pass

on. Your descendants, however, now stand in the new camp”

In the February 1st and March 15th issues of Diligence, we discussed some of the

deception that is running rampant through the Church — thereby “creating” a

“new normal” for young people. In a short time they will know nothing but this

new church. They will know nothing about the church that answered to the

authority of The Code designed by God Himself. They will only know the way

the Monks, Nuns and Mystics worshiped and prayed and studied some 500

years or more after Christ died. They’ll have no interest in understanding that

the Scriptures say nothing about those methods in the way they are practiced —

for they will have accepted those methods as their “normal.”

In a recent column posted on renewamerica.com, religious/political based writer

Marsha West stated the following — 

“There is a spiritual battle of epic proportions going on in churches all over

the globe that should drive serious Christians to their knees. A whole host of

aberrant to downright heretical movements have slithered into contemporary

evangelicalism and more are being added to the mix virtually every day.

Unbiblical teaching is rampant in mainline Protestant denominations as well

as in non-denominational churches. Inside our churches you will find men and

women teaching rank heresy. Sunday after Sunday people flock to churches

and become a captive audience to those who preach outlandish lies and half-

truths. ... As a result of false teachers and cult leaders gaining worldwide access to

churches and Christian ministries over these past few decades to spread their

false doctrines, evangelical Christianity is experiencing a downward spiral.”

(This entire column can be seen at www.renewamerica.com/columns/mwest/120308)

How many Christians still have their heads in the sand thinking that nothing

much is changing and our youth will be fine. As believers, we must keep alert

and in tune with what’s going on around us. It gives us a “heads-up” on storms

that are approaching. We have to constantly assess everything going on around

us and consider what impact those things will have on our youngsters — no

matter how harmless those things may seem to be at the time. As parents, we

must know what influences are persuading our children to a different Gospel.

“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as

serpents and innocent as doves.” (Matt. 10:16 NASB)

“When an opponent declares, ‘I will not come over to your side,’

I calmly say, ‘Your child belongs to us already... What are

you? You will pass on. Your descendants, however, now stand

in the new camp. In a short time they will know nothing else

but this new community.’” — Adolph Hitler

Christians should have realized — and been greatly concerned — that our children

were under attack. We knew the Hayes Code world. Did we just assume that our

children would know that the changes that were happening weren’t all good ones?

If we did — it was a huge mistake. That was their world. It was the norm for

them. It was an acceptable environment for them. They had no idea that Lucy

and Ricky weren’t allowed to be on the movie or TV screen in bed together.

Their response to learning that? — “you must be kidding, that’s just crazy!”

We were the “older generation” that didn’t “understand” the current culture. But

did it really matter? After all, we would eventually pass on and our descendents

would stand in the new camp and know nothing else but the new community. Are

you aware that the same thing is happening at break-neck speed today — and it’s

happening right under our noses — not just in the world but in our Churches?

Do you find that to be a frightening thought? We hope so!!

So what happened to The Hayes Code? A man by the name of Jack Valenti had

become president of the MPAA (Motion Picture Association of America). It didn’t

take Valenti very long to deem The Hayes Code “hopelessly out of date and no

longer appropriate for the current film and cultural environment” so he replaced it

with the MPAA film rating system. The change was made to accommodate

major studios that wanted to release films like The Pawnbroker and Who’s Afraid

of Virginia Woolf? Those films were among the very first to feature nudity and

profanity. But, that pesky little thing called The Hayes Code just wouldn’t have

allowed it — so — a concession was made to accommodate those who didn’t

like the restrictions placed on them because of The Hayes Code. They felt it was

just too restrictive and — well — completely out of step with current culture.

So they did away with it.

Are you starting to see where we’re going with this whole idea. Are you starting

to connect the dots in relation to us — as Christians? (If not, you might want to

assess your “alert quotient” — it could be seriously lacking). We hope that you

have already noticed that our Hayes Code — the Scriptures — are being deemed

by some as “hopelessly out of date and no longer appropriate for the current ...

cultural environment.” It’s becoming apparent that many Christians no longer

want to live by The Code given to us by God Himself in His Inspired Word.

Many of those individuals think it’s just too restrictive and — well — completely

out of step with current culture. So they want to do away with it or at the very

least — update it to something more fitting for today.
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