
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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The Cowardly Lion

“The wicked flee when no one is pursuing, But the righteous are bold as

a lion.” (Proverbs 28:1 NASB)

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love,

and of a sound mind.” (II Timothy 1:7 KJV)

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of

them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor

forsake you.” (Deut. 31:6 NIV-1984)

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged because of

the king of Assyria and the vast army with him, for there is a greater

power with us than with him.” (II Chron. 32:7 NIV-1984)

One man with courage makes a majority.

— Andrew Jackson —

The people to fear are not those who disagree with you,

but those who disagree with you and are too cowardly to let you know.

— Napoleon Bonaparte —

A courageous foe is better than a cowardly friend.

— Chinese Proverb —

A half-truth is the most cowardly of lies.

— Unknown —

I’m not upset that you lied to me,

I’m upset that from now on I can’t believe you.

— Friedrich Nietzsche —

The truth may hurt for a little while but a lie hurts forever.

— Unknown —

Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear — not absence of fear.

— Mark Twain — 

Read what my medal says: ‘Courage’. Ain’t it the truth? Ain’t it the truth?

I’ll fight you both together if you want! I’ll fight ya standing on one foot!

I’ll fight ya with my eyes closed!

— The Cowardly Lion in The Wizard of Oz —
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courage. Disagreeing with another individual takes courage — but it’s far better

than being too cowardly to tell him or her that you disagree. No doubt, you can

think of a million other things in your life that have required exercising courage.

The important thing to remember about courage is that almost every problem will

become smaller when we courageously address it. Sweeping problems under the rug

because of fear will only make it worse. If we touch a thistle timidly, it will prick

our fingers — but grasp it boldly, and its tiny spikes crumble. We must realize

however, that there are no promises that exercising courage will always work out well.

As humans, we will make mistakes and we will make bad decisions. Sometimes

we’ll fail when we choose to exercise courage in a situation.

Courage is going from failure to failure without losing enthusiasm.

—Winston Churchill —

God won’t always bale us out of every difficulty we face. We must nevertheless have

the courage to live up to the virtuous life we should expect of ourselves in our

determination to please Him. Stephen (Acts 6) showed tremendous courage but

he was still stoned to death while David courageously faced Goliath and triumphed.

We don’t know what will be the outcome when we choose to exercise courage

when a virtue is challenged but — like the Cowardly Lion, it’s the difficulties

that we meet along the way that will build our courage if we’ll just resolve to meet

each problem head on. Ananias and Sapphira surely didn’t expect the outcome

they experienced when courage failed them in a time of testing. We have to find

the courage to face and defeat our fear when a virtue is tested — no matter what

the outcome might be.

“Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and anger gave orders to bring Shadrach,

Meshach and Abed-nego; then these men were brought before the king.

Nebuchadnezzar responded and said to them, ‘Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach

and Abed-nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image

that I have set up? Now if you are ready, at the moment you hear the sound

of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery and bagpipe and all kinds of music,

to fall down and worship the image that I have made, very well. But if you

do not worship, you will immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace of

blazing fire; and what god is there who can deliver you out of my hands?’

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, ‘O Nebuchadnezzar,

we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter. If it be so, our

God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire;

and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But even if He does not,

let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or

worship the golden image that you have set up.’” (Daniel 3:13-18 NASB)
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As we continue on with this discussion however, it’s important to understand

that courage is certainly not recklessness or carelessness. Caution is not cowardly

and carelessness is not courage. According to Aristotle, courage is the mean

between fear and recklessness. Reckless individuals will take unnecessary risks

and have excessive confidence in the face of danger. Courage must strike a balance

between irrational fear and irresponsible recklessness. There are things and

situations that should be feared. Courage however, will temper that fear with

confidence when the reasons are right and good.

A man who fears nothing is a man who loves nothing.

— King Arthur —

This King Arthur quote might be open for discussion — as to whether or not one

believes it to be true. But it makes the point that we’re trying to make here. If we as

Christians truly love God and seek to abide by His Word in our every endeavor,

there has to be a healthy degree of fear associated with our attempts to please Him.

“The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His

commandments, because this applies to every person.” (Eccl. 12:13 NASB)

“One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him,

saying, ‘Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!’ But the other

answered, and rebuking him said, ‘Do you not even fear God, since you

are under the same sentence of condemnation?” (Luke 23:39-40 NASB)

“and he said with a loud voice, ‘Fear God, and give Him glory, because

the hour of His judgment has come;... “ (Rev. 14:7 NASB)

That then, brings us back full circle. Courage is more than simply one of the

virtues — it is the driving force that allows us to live a virtuous life and please

God by doing so. The other virtues will likely suffer a total collapse when tested

if courage is lacking.

So what types of fears cause us to fail the same kinds of tests that Pilate and

Ananias and Sapphira failed when they were tested? It’s probably different for

each one of us. For some — it might be a fear of being rejected by a loved one

or by someone whom we want to think well of us — someone whom we really

want to like us. There might also be a fear of being ridiculed by friends or even

by strangers. This is often the fear that causes us to quietly tolerate the lifestyle

of homosexuality and fail to voice an opinion when presented with the opportunity

to do so — even though we know that the Scriptures clearly state that it is sinful.

Many times, our lack of courage is a result of failing to understand and accept

that it is not us that the friend, loved one or other person is rejecting — it is God

and His Word that they are rejecting.

Almost every basic human activity requires some level of courage. Just growing up

and eventually leaving home takes tremendous courage. Committing to love someone

takes courage. Teaching a teenager to drive takes courage. Getting old even

takes courage. Being truthful and honest in our dealings with other people takes

Guess you’ve noticed by now that this issue is about courage, honesty and fear

— or the lack thereof. The Cowardly Lion in the Wizard of Oz is afraid of just

about everything in the beginning — but because of a series of difficulties

encountered along the way to Oz, he realizes that he actually had courage all

along — he simply wasn’t acting on it.

Fear is one of our most basic emotions. It can cause us to freeze, flee, lie or respond

in numerous other ways when we are confronted with a difficult, frightening, painful

or disturbing situation. When we feel threatened, weak, vulnerable, intimidated or ter-

rified, can we find the courage to face and defeat our fear, or will we be defeated by it?

What is courage? Courage is a kind of strength, power or resolve to meet a

frightening circumstance head on. C. S. Lewis wrote that “Courage is not simply

one of the virtues but the form of every virtue at the testing point.” So what does

that mean? Well, let’s think of it this way. Virtue is the conforming of ones life

and conduct to a certain moral and ethical standard. So that would include quite a

variety of things — things like honesty, chastity, integrity, self-control, respect for

others, kindness, mercy, as well as a long list of other qualities that one would

expect one’s self to “live up to” in order to maintain a virtuous lifestyle. But C.S.

Lewis said that courage is the form of every virtue at the testing point. What’s

that mean? It means that virtue is easy when it’s not being tested. Courage is

what one must have when virtue is tested — otherwise — it all falls apart. Pilate

was quite merciful until it became risky for him. He lacked the courage to show

mercy when it became a personal threat to him (Matt. 27). Ananias and Sapphira

didn’t have the courage to be honest when it was tested by their greed. They

chose to lie when it was to their advantage — they failed the test (Acts 5). The

fact is — courage is the powerful quality that drives all of the other virtues in ones

life. Sticking to ones convictions and following through with those convictions

almost always involves a measure of risk in this world, particularly if ones convic-

tions are based on conforming to a standard of moral excellence established on

truth. When truth is combined with tenacious conviction — it will produce courage.

“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear

involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.”

(I John 4:18 NASB)

We had discussed agape love in a previous issue of Diligence (Vol. 11, Issue 10).

That is the love spoken of in this verse above. When one is “perfected in love” —

that is to say — one has a firm grasp of caring more about the eternal well

being of others than he cares about his own personal temporary comfort (as did

Pilate and Ananias and Sapphira), fear of personal punishment (or discomfort)

will disappear. Sticking to ones virtuous convictions requires courage to not be

afraid to act appropriately when confronted with a difficult, frightening, painful

or disturbing situation. When fear has been mastered (or agape love perfected),

one will have the courage to endure whatever personal discomfort might be

experienced by facing up to, and practicing personal convictions.
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