
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Defensible Space

EE
arlier this summer, we spent a few days at a remote cabin in the Smoky

Mountains. The information we were given at the time we checked into

that cabin included a statement highlighted in bright yellow and printed in all

capital letters. It read —

“THIS COMMunITY IS unDeR A BuRn BAn — nO OuTSIDe

BuRnInG IS peRMITTeD — IF THe BAn IS VIOlATeD YOu

CAn Be pROSeCuTeD!”

There were at that same time, several major wildfires burning across this nation

that had consumed thousands of acres of vegetation and destroyed hundreds of

homes. no matter how many warnings or how much precaution is taken by fire

prone states, wild fires nevertheless, become rather common during the summer

and fall months.

According to the Colorado State Forestry Service, homeowners in fire prone areas

can take several steps to reduce the chance of their homes being destroyed by a

wildfire. One of the first and most important steps recommended by that state is

to create and maintain an area surrounding ones home that is referred to as a

“defensible space.” The defensible space is a zone around the structure where

vegetation is treated, cleared or reduced to slow the spread of a fire toward the

structure. In other words, it’s a rather clear area surrounding the dwelling. It’s

an area that has been stripped of materials that are likely to ignite easily.

Colorado even provides homeowners with an extensive list of guidelines that are

to be used for creating and maintaining a defensible space around their dwelling.

If we were to look up the word “defensible” in a dictionary, we would find that

the definition is “capable of being defended against assault or injury.” So — as

Christians, shouldn’t we be capable of defending ourselves against assault or

injury from the devil? The Scriptures do tell us to —

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring

lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (I Peter 5:8 KJV)

The Scriptures also tell us to — 

“...always [be] ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give

an account for the hope that is in you....” (I Peter 3:!5 NASB)

Isn’t that a little bit like maintaining a defensible space around ones home if

you live in one of those fire prone states? It says to always be ready. Waiting
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And still another suggested guideline in Colorado — 

• Remove unhealthy vegetation. Trees and shrubs that are diseased, dead

or dying should be removed so that they do not become a fuel source for

potential fires.

If we are to be made ready for service through God’s truth, it’s important that

we remove beliefs that are unhealthy “hold-overs” from a denominational faith

that was not based on the Scriptures.

“For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received

the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the

word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs

its work in you who believe.” (I Thess. 2:13 NASB)

One more Colorado guideline to establish a defensible space — 

• Thin out continuous tree and brush cover around structures. Remove

flammable vegetation from within the initial 15 feet around structures.

A Biblical perspective on this suggestion would be that we must always be on

the alert to thin out and remove “underbrush” that is not according to the Scriptures

—  underbrush to which we might be exposed through things we hear on TV or

radio, read in books or hear from friends and relatives. When a false teacher is

questioned and his response is “You’re just clinging to tradition” we need to know

the Word well enough to recognize a “cover-up” when we hear one. False teachers

will often call Biblical teachings “tradition” to try to get hearers to believe it is of

human invention rather than coming from God. Familiarity with the Word will

allow us to know the difference between tradition and Scripture.

“Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong” (I Cor. 16:13)

The guideline suggested by Colorado’s Forestry Service to which we can most

easily attach a Biblical perspective is this one — 

• Begin your work closest to the house and move outward. Keep working on

the more difficult items until you have completed your entire project.

Work on our defensible space should begin with ourselves. Remember, Jesus

did not pray that we would be removed from the danger — He prayed that we

would be protected from Satan while living in the danger zone. And the way we

are to be made ready to do that is by maintaining a defensible space of self discipline

and study of the Truth. Beginning with ourselves and making certain that we

have a firm grasp on the Truth is the best way to reduce our chance of being

destroyed by a “wildfire” of sin or false doctrine sweeping through our forest.

We can avoid being devoured by the devil if we maintain a defensible space.

“Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps lit.” (Luke 12:35 NASB)
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not asking you to take them out of the world but to keep them safe from

the Evil One. 16They don’t belong to the world, just as I don’t belong to

the world. 17Make them ready for your service through your truth; your

teaching is truth. 18I have sent them into the world, just as you sent me

into the world. 19For their sake, I am making myself ready to serve so

that they can be ready for their service of the truth.” (John 17:4-19 NCV)

The guidelines listed by the Colorado State Forestry Service to create that defensible

space to protect against wildfires doesn’t say “don’t live in the forest.” They simply

provide a list of what should be done in order to decrease ones risk of having

their property destroyed in the event of a wildfire — while living in the forest.

In like manner, Jesus recognizes in His prayer that those who belong to God

(vs. 9) are going to live in the forest — this world (vs. 11) — and that forest is

going to be wildfire prone (vs.14) and it will be dangerous for those who have

chosen to live by a different set of rules than other inhabitants (vs. 8). notice

however in verse 15, that Jesus specifically asks that His followers not be

removed from the forest — even though He is aware that it’s going to be dangerous.

He asks instead that they be kept safe from falling victim to the evil One.

Then in verse 17, He goes on to say exactly how the forest dwellers that belong to

Him can be made ready for service even though they are in a dangerous and

wildfire prone area. He says they can prepare a defensible space through God’s

truth — His teachings.

So let’s take some of Colorado’s defensible space guidelines and attach a Scriptural

perspective to them — a perspective that will protect us from the evil One even

though we continue to live in the dangerous wild fire prone forest of this world.

The first suggestion on Colorado’s fire safety list is — 

• Actively manage your roof. Clean roof and gutters of pine needles and

leaves at least twice a year to eliminate an ignition source for potential fires.

A Scriptural perspective we might attach to this suggestion is that we must

manage our mind and our thoughts by cleaning out debris that will collect there

during times that we serve the flesh instead of God.

“Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one

hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other,

with my flesh the law of sin” (Rom. 7:25 NASB)

Another suggestion from Colorado’s guidelines —

• Stack firewood away from your house. Locate firewood at least 30 feet

uphill from your home. Do not stack firewood under the deck.

We may be aware of certain temptations that could be a source of ignition for

us to sin. Keeping those things at a “safe” distance from our daily life will help us

avoid the evil One.

“But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his

own lust.” (James 1:14 NASB)

until you smell the smoke and see the flames of the wildfire to begin work on that

defensible space would probably be way too late — it’s something that has to be

maintained — something that has to be pre-planned before the emergency erupts.

“Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed

time will come.” (Mark 13:33 NASB)

We stated earlier that Colorado provides its residents with an extensive list of

guidelines to follow in order to prepare and maintain the defensible space

around a dwelling. But what guidelines might we use to create and maintain our

own defensible space as Christians so that we are not only prepared to defend

against Satan’s attacks but also “make a defense to everyone who asks [us] to

give an account for the hope that is in [us]?

Before we go any further in this discussion about creating a defensible space

around us — it’s important that we understand that as Christians, God does not

intend for us to place ourselves in a protective bubble that isolates us from the

rest of the world. Jesus addressed that concept in His prayer found in the book

of John. When He prayed this particular prayer, He knew that it would only be a

short time until He would die on the cross and His followers would be left without

His physical guidance — of which they had become accustomed. Jesus makes it

clear in His prayer that even though the disciples would be in the world and subject

to its many influences, He asked that they would be protected from the “evil One”

— while they functioned in a world that would pull them away from the Truth.

let’s read a portion of that prayer with this idea in mind.

“4Having finished the work you gave me to do, I brought you glory on earth.
5And now, Father, give me glory with you; give me the glory I had with

you before the world was made. 6I showed what you are like to those you

gave me from the world. They belonged to you, and you gave them to me,

and they have obeyed your teaching. 7Now they know that everything you

gave me comes from you. 8I gave them the teachings you gave me, and

they accepted them. They knew that I truly came from you, and they believed

that you sent me. 9I am praying for them. I am not praying for people in

the world but for those you gave me, because they are yours. 10All I have

is yours, and all you have is mine. And my glory is shown through them.
11I am coming to you; I will not stay in the world any longer. But they

are still in the world. Holy Father, keep them safe by the power of your

name, the name you gave me, so that they will be one, just as you and I

are one. 12While I was with them, I kept them safe by the power of your

name, the name you gave me. I protected them, and only one of them,

the one worthy of destruction, was lost so that the Scripture would come

true. 13I am coming to you now. But I pray these things while I am still

in the world so that these followers can have all of my joy in them. 14I

have given them your teaching. And the world has hated them, because

they don’t belong to the world, just as I don’t belong to the world. 15I am
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