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Information Or Affirmation?

“1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord

God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not

eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We

may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3but God did say, ‘You must

not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you

must not touch it, or you will die.’” 4“You will not surely die,” the serpent

said to the woman. 5“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes

will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6When

the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing

to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and

ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate

it. . . . 9But the Lord God called to the man, .... 11...Have you eaten from

the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12The man said, “The

woman you put here with me — she gave me some fruit from the tree, and

I ate it.” 13 . . . The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

(Genesis 3:1-6; 9; 11-13 NIV1984)

“Information” is knowledge that has been communicated or received concerning

a particular fact or circumstance. To “inform” is to give or impart knowledge of

a fact or circumstance to another. In the verses above, it is clear that God had

“informed” Adam and Eve that they were not to eat of a particular tree in the

Garden. He even “informed” them that there would be serious consequences if

they did so. The information from God was clear and concise. There was no

“wiggle room” included in the information God had given to them.

To “affirm” something is to state or assert positively that it is true. So when

something is “affirmed” it is declared to be true. In verses 2 and 3 above, Eve

“affirmed” to the serpent that God had said they would die if they ate from the

tree in question. At that point, she believed that to be an absolutely true statement.

But what happened? Did Adam and Eve abide by the information that Eve had

affirmed to be true or did they choose to deviate from it? Why did they make

such a choice? They clearly knew exactly what God had told them yet Adam

tried to excuse himself by blaming Eve and then Eve attempted to excuse herself

by blaming  “the serpent.” Well, we all know the story well enough to know

that God didn’t “buy” either of their excuses. God held each of them responsible

for their own transgression. Trying to lay the blame on someone else didn’t work.
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denominational name rather than rely on the factual information that God

Himself has given to them? How very sad!

“I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called

you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel which is

really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into

confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we

or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we

preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!” (Gal. 1:6-8 NIV1984)

“He replied, ‘Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will

be pulled up by the roots.’” (Matt. 15:4 NIV1984)

“I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If

anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described

in this book. And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy,

God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy

city, which are described in this book.” (Rev. 22:18-19 NIV1984)

“They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.”

(Matt. 15:9 NIV1984)

“Did God really say...” that we absolutely must do it His way? Yes He did! Yet

members of denomination after denomination simply choose to ignore the information

God has given to them in His Word. Instead, they follow inaccurate and untrue infor-

mation that had been given to them by someone else who tells them that what they

read in the Bible isn’t exactly what God really means. They are wa-a-a-y too easily

convinced that what God has clearly stated actually means something else. How sad!

These are only a few of the ways many fall prey to having a stronger desire for

“affirmation” of what they have been told the Scriptures say rather than relying on

the “information” God has clearly spelled out in His Word. The information from

God is clear and concise. There is no “wiggle room.”

In addition to the things we have already mentioned here, God’s Word tells us how

He expects His Church to be organized, how He expects us to worship Him, as well

as numerous other details. Yet denomination after denomination “writes-up” their

own creeds, by-laws and beliefs. They even develop their own worship practices.

God has given all of that information to us in His Word. Why would we want to

make our own “adjustments” to His facts? Maybe we could just try to blame it

on the “serpent?” Do you think God might “buy” it this time?

“But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning,

your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure

devotion to Christ.” (II Cor. 11:3 NIV1984)
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“for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves

with Christ” (Gal 3:27 NIV19084)

“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not

believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:16 NIV1984)

“And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your

sins away,...” (Acts 22:16 NIV1984)

“Did God really say...” that baptism is absolutely necessary for forgiveness of ones

sins? Yes He did! There is no forgiveness of sins until baptism.Yet denomination after

denomination teaches that those verses actually mean something else. They have been

seduced by Satan to believe that sins are forgiven without (or before) baptism — that

even an innocent infant should be baptized who has no ability to believe or repent. Is

that due to a desire to have “affirmation” of what they want to believe rather than

relying on the factual “information” that God Himself has given to them? How sad!

“To the church of God in Corinth,... (I Cor 1:2 NIV 1984)

“...Be shepherds of the church of God...:(Acts 20:28 NIV1984)

“...the body, the church...” (Col 1:18 NIV1984)

“...the church, which is his body...” (Eph 1:22-23 NIV1984)

“...I will build my [Christ’s] church...” (Matt 16:18 NIV1984)

“...the churches of Christ...” (Romans 16:16 NIV1984)

“...the bride [of Christ]...” (Rev 21:9 NIV1984)

“Did God really say...” there are Scriptural (therefore acceptable) names for His

Church? Yes He did! The Bible mentions several names for the Church that

was established on the day of Pentecost — some of them are listed above. Yet,

denomination after denomination uses names for their organizations that are

never even mentioned in the Bible. How can the Church that Christ bought with

His own blood (Acts 20:28) go by a name that is never mentioned in God’s

Word? If it’s His Church and He bought it, shouldn’t it carry His name?

“...my disciples.” (John 15:8 NIV1984)

“To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi...” (Phil 1:1 NIV1984)

“My dear children...” (I John 2:1 NIV1984)

“...you can persuade me to be a Christian.” (Acts 26:28 NIV1984)

“...if you suffer as a Christian...” (I Peter 4:16 NIV1984)

“...The disciples were called Christians...” (Acts 11:26 NIV1984)

“Did God really say...” that there actually are Scriptural names for the baptized

believers who belong to Him? Yes He did! The Scriptures mention several terms

used for those believers — some of them are listed above. Yet denomination

after denomination refers to themselves by all sorts of other names — names

that are often descriptive of that particular denomination. Yet none of those names

are found anywhere in the Bible. Do those denominations really believe that

God actually meant that people could identify themselves using names of their

own choosing even though specific ones are used in His Word? Have they been

seduced by Satan because of a desire to identify themselves by their own

It seems that Adam and Eve simply chose to ignore the information God had given

to them and instead, follow inaccurate and untrue information that had been given

to them by the serpent. Perhaps what the serpent told them just sounded like a better

option. All the serpent had to do was tell them God had in a way, intentionally misled

them. After all, what were they going to believe — what God had clearly said —

or — the words of someone else who told them that what they heard wasn’t exactly

what God really meant. They were wa-a-a-y too easy to convince that what they

had clearly heard from God Himself actually meant something else — they

wouldn’t really die. They would actually become like God and know good and evil.

But let’s look at the serpent’s side of this. He did some “affirming” of his own.

It just wasn’t true.  

“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.” (verse 4)

There are those who will affirm positively that something is true and declare it to be

true when the “information” simply doesn’t support their “affirmation.” That’s

what the serpent did — and Eve believed him. Why? She had all of the informa-

tion she needed to be absolutely certain that what the serpent had told her just

couldn’t be true! Yet, she bought it. Why? She bought it because it sounded like

a good idea. It seemed to make sense to her. She was seduced because of her

desire to hear what she wanted to hear rather than rely on the facts that God

Himself had very clearly given to her. She wanted affirmation — not information.

How many individuals in our world today have been seduced by that very same

desire — and even by that very same serpent — the devil? How many individuals

today fall prey to the exact same words that Eve fell prey to —

“Did God really say,..?”

The Scriptures are the Inspired Words of Almighty God and they are so very

clear on so many things, yet so many people read them and say —

“Did God really say,..?”

It was so very easy for Satan to convince Eve that even though she knew exactly

what God’s words had been, He actually meant something else. What He said and

what He meant were not the same. Do we not see that happening over and over,

again and again today? Isn’t that much of the reason we have a ga-zillion

denominations today? Don’t we see those denominations taking the most clearly

stated verses and saying “yes, it seems to say that, but that’s not what it actually

means...”. How very sad that the same mistake made by Eve is still being made

today by so many. Let’s look a just a few examples.

“‘Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom

you crucified, both Lord and Christ.’ When the people heard this, they

were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers,

what shall we do?’ Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of

you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” (Acts 2:36-38 NIV1984)
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