
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Who Is Your Father?

“I know you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me,

because you have no room for my word. I am telling you what I have

seen in the Father’s presence, and you do what you have heard from

your father. ‘Abraham is our father,’ they answered. ‘If you were

Abraham’s children,’ said Jesus, ‘then you would do the things

Abraham did. As it is, you are determined to kill me, a man who has

told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things.

You are doing the things your own father does.’ ‘We are not illegitimate

children,’ they protested. ‘The only Father we have is God himself.

Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your Father, you would love me for I

came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he

sent me. Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable

to hear what I say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to

carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning,

not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he

speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. Yet

because I tell the truth, you do not believe me!” (John 8:37-45 NIV1984)

In these verses above, Jesus makes it clear to this group of Jews that their behavior

indicates that God is not their Father — but their father is instead, the devil.

According to Acts 17:28 and 29 there is one sense in which we are all children of

God. Verse 28 of that chapter states “...We are his offspring.” Yet in another sense,

Jesus makes it clear that the behavior of some does not demonstrate that they have

God as their Father. He even told these Jews that their father was the devil! So how

do we know whether God is our Father or the devil is our father? Sounds like an

easy question to which we already know the answer. Those Jews to whom Jesus was

speaking were certain they too knew that God was their Father. They said “The

only Father we have is God himself”. But — according to Jesus — they were wrong!

Jesus said to them — “If God were your Father, you would love me...”.So their

lack of love for Jesus meant that God wasn’t their Father. What convinced Jesus

that they didn’t love Him? It was their lack of understanding His words coupled

with their behavior. So would those same things on our part indicate that we

don’t love Jesus? What would demonstrate that we do love Him?

“If you love me, you will obey what I command.”

“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.” 

A ministry of Dennis and Sherri Owens

“Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping God’s

commands is what counts.” (I Cor. 7:19 NIV1984)

“We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. The

man who says, ‘I know him,’ but does not do what he commands is a

liar, and the truth is not in him. But if anyone obeys his word, God’s

love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him:”

(I John 2:3-5 NIV1984)

“Dear friends if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence

before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his

commands and do what pleases him. And this is his command: to

believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as

he commanded us. Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in

them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the

Spirit he gave us.” I John 3:21-24 NIV1984)

“This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and

carrying out his commands. This is love for God: to obey his commands.

And his commands are not burdensome,” (I John 5:2-3 NIV1984)

Not burdensome! That is the key to this entire discussion. Keeping the commands

found in the Bible is not a burden for those who love the Lord. Submission to

the commands of God because of love for Him changes what would otherwise be

a law of burdensome obedience to a law that gives freedom.

“the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor

can it do so.” (Romans 8:7 NIV1984)

“But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and

continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it — he

will be blessed in what he does.” (James 1:25 NIV1984)

“Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives

freedom,” (James 2:12 NIV1984)

So who is our Father — God or the devil? Are we legalists? Are we Pharisees?

“Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear

what I say” (John 8:43 NIV1984)

“He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not

hear is that you do not belong to God.” (John 8:47 NIV1984)
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men, that Jesus referred to as leaven (or yeast) and warned His followers about.

“‘Be careful,’ Jesus said to them. ‘Be on your guard against the yeast of

the Pharisees and Sadducees.’”(Matt 16:6 NIV1984))

Jesus also warned them about the hypocrisy of the Pharisees.

“Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: ‘The teachers of the

law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So you must obey them and do

everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not

practice what they preach. They tie up heavy loads and put them on

men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to

move them.’” (Matt. 23:1-4 NIV1984)

So while many people today claim that a “legalist” is a modern day Pharisee, in

reality, they are far different behaviors. The words “legalism”and “legalist” aren’t even

found in Scripture. Legalism is judging ones conduct in terms of adherence to

precise laws. A Pharisee is a sanctimonious, self-righteous, hypocritical person.

So a Pharisee might be legalistic and a legalistic person might be a Pharisee. They

are not however always interchangeable. Individuals that refer to Christians who

place a high priority on strict obedience to the Word as “Pharisees” are doing nothing

more than making a feeble attempt to defame those who accept that obedience

to His commands is necessary if one wants to demonstrate love for Jesus.

Jesus never actually faulted the Pharisees for their strict keeping of the Law

itself. In fact, in those verses above, Jesus actually told the people to “do everything

they tell you to do.” His dislike for their behavior was because they were not

only hypocritical but they also added the traditions of men to God’s commands

and insisted that they be adhered to just as though they were God’s commands.

“Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from

Jerusalem and asked, ‘Why do your disciples break the tradition of the

elders? They don’t wash their hands before they eat!’ Jesus replied, ‘And

why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition?’”

(Matthew 15:1-3 NIV1984)

So the problem Jesus had with the Pharisees wasn’t that they insisted on keeping

the law. Jesus expected His disciples to surpass the Pharisees in that area.

“Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but

whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in

the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your righteousness

surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will

certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 5:19-20 NIV1984)

So if “legalism” is believing that Christians are required to keep God’s commands,

then Jesus was legalistic.

Not only was Jesus legalistic but the Scriptures would also indicate that His

apostles were “legalistic.”

“Jesus replied, ‘If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching’...”.

“He who does not love me will not obey my teaching...”.

(John 14:15, 21, 23, 24 NIV1984)

So if obedience to His commands is an indicator of whether or not we love Jesus

why do so many individuals today profess to be Christians yet make little or no

effort to understand His Word — much less resolve to obey it? They display all

kinds of behaviors and accept all kinds of beliefs that are completely inconsistent

with the Word because of their lack of effort (or interest) to understand it?

“Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear

what I say.” (verse 43)

Perhaps the most disturbing part of this whole conundrum is the fact that those are

often the very individuals who accuse Christians who do make every effort to under-

stand and obey God’s commands of being “legalistic.” It would seem that if obedience

is the criteria Jesus used to determine whether or not individuals love Him, and obe-

dience is considered by those individuals to be legalistic, then — those who profess to

be Christians would want to be believers whom Jesus would consider “legalistic.”

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? I will show

you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them

into practice.” Luke 6:46-47 NIV1984

There is yet another thought that makes this even more perplexing. Those who

seem to have little interest in obeying God’s commands often refer to those who

do seek to be obedient to His commands as “Pharisees.”

Now we all know that Jesus did not like the way the Pharisees kept the law. He used

many undesirable terms to describe their behavior! He said they were blind guides

and fools (Matt. 23:16-17) and hypocrites (Matt 23:29). He said they did more harm

than good for people (Matt. 23:15). He asked them why they break the command

of God for the sake of their tradition (Matt 15:3). We all know that this list

could go on for quite awhile. The Pharisees were not among Jesus’ favorite people.

Quite a few people today tend to use the terms “legalist” and “Pharisee” inter-

changeably. While the Pharisees were a group of religious people who were

noted for their conservatism — i.e. they were very strict in their observance of

the Law of Moses — they also had embraced the traditions of the elders (Mark

7:1-5). Those traditions were nothing more than beliefs that had been handed

down to them — beliefs that were not part of the teaching of the Law but were

of men. The Pharisees however, demanded that those traditions of men be kept

just as though they were commands of God. Keeping traditions that have been

handed down by men is far different than keeping commands that have been

given to us by God. (There are numerous denominations today that demand

adherence to traditions that have been handed down through the generations of

their particular denomination but are found nowhere in the Scriptures).

It was this kind of behavior and the teaching of beliefs based on the rules of
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