
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Sin 2013

At the beginning of each New Year, it is quite common for individuals to evaluate

their lives in some manner. Many follow that evaluation process with a commitment,

pledge or resolution to make changes in their lives for the new year that is just

beginning. A lot of those resolutions made however are often frivolous and are

soon abandoned.

One new year commitment that is somewhat common is the promise to be more

focused on God and His plan for their lives. This popular resolution is often evidenced

by their renewed attendance at worship services and sometimes even Bible classes

as well as verbalization of a desire to improve in those areas for the new year.

But — as with the more frivolous resolutions, it too, is soon abandoned and old

habits take charge once again. Any possible influence other Christians might have

on them quickly disappears. It is as if we mortals believe that the beginning of a New

Year will somehow, automatically create a separation between ourselves and the

numerous factors that caused our habits to develop in the first place. It is as though

the Devil (and the temptations he offers) is temporarily put in his place at the

beginning of each new year but he gradually makes his all too familiar influence

felt as the year progresses. It seems that many people think the spirit world revolves

around mankind and is influenced by their actions instead of the reverse — meaning

that — if one makes a resolution to do whatever is necessary to become closer to

God, the Devil will simply honor that request and no longer tempt that person to

return to the old habits that caused the distance or the sin in the first place.

News flash! That’s not going to be the way it works! The Devil’s goals are the

same as they were from the beginning of mankind. He is poised at all times to

offer any temptation to which one might be susceptible — regardless of whatever

resolutions that person may have made just because a new year was beginning!

It is unfortunately, the nature of mankind to not only provide, but actually assist

the Devil in acquiring additional tools to use every day in his goal to move

mankind further and further from God. If we accept the idea that the Devil

acquires new tools with mankind’s help, what might you think would make the

list of things that help make sin more easy, more available, more appealing and

more acceptable in the new year of 2013?

A quick study of Jesus’ teaching concerning the Old Law as compared to His New

Law makes it apparent that the Old Law was concerned with actions and specific
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Choosing a lifestyle that disproportionately separates parents from their own

children more than the Biblical pattern would imply, assures the Devil of an

increased opportunity to undermine the teachings that God fearing parents wish

to instill. The silent message of absent parenting is that advice offered by peers

or any other adult is just as acceptable as that offered by a parent — even though

the motive and interest level may be drastically different. So, we might want to

question the real desire, motive and force at work that could create one more

wonderful tool for the devil to use.

Willfully unemployed — The number of unemployed people is at record levels

today. This includes those laid off from jobs, on disability and on extended welfare.

In society today, not only are people gladly extending their unemployed status,

but many are taking advantage of the loosened disability definition the government

has created. The Godly principle that we are to work for our livelihood (II Thess..

3:10) is being abandoned by non-Christians and Christians alike. The adaptation

of this new workless principal is another tool the Devil has to use that is being

more widely accepted today. We must help those in need, but also help them

desire to work as God intended. Christians should not provide the Devil with

even more advantage than our government has already done. Christians should

instead, encourage work. It is good, healthy and according to God’s Word.

A close scrutiny of society today reveals that the Devil is well positioned to

derail any spiritually beneficial resolutions made by individuals in 2013. But

the greatest tool that has been given to the Devil is willful ignorance of what

God desires for the lives of all mankind. The popularity of the lifestyles we

have noted make it difficult for people to consider God’s Word seriously

because it undermines the desires of their own hearts and emotions — desires to

be free of commitment, desires to “have it all”, desires to get something for

nothing (I John 2:16). Each of these desires is addressed in Scripture. God

knows our needs and desires. His Word will often lead us to far different ends

than those that are becoming common in our world today.

Methods to combat the Devil do not change with the passage of time or the

beginning of a New Year — they are as old as the Devil himself. Sometimes the

simple verse “resist the Devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:7) expresses

it best. Lacking knowledge of how we are to resist the Devil leaves people

defenseless and lost in a society that is actually assisting him in many ways.

The solution for sin in 2013 and beyond is to resolve to adhere to God’s Word

in the midst of a lawless world and do our best to share the full knowledge of

God’s Word at every opportunity. 
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absolutely no commitment to anything that might later be deemed undesirable

while being completely open to anything the heart or ungodly emotions desire.

Because of this, many women have multiple children by multiple fathers — thus

causing many unwed mothers to seek government assistance to replace the

absent father’s role. The government gladly assists this lifestyle under the guise

of providing aid to the poor children. Even Christians inadvertently offer great

support to this lifestyle and even encourage it, behind the idea of helping the

fatherless (James 1:27). Christians also support this lifestyle by their efforts to

be sensitive to the children who are victims of the sinful acts of their parents.

Such behavior by Christians, while well intended, ultimately demonstrates

approval of sin by aiding the unrepentant, unwed mother. To do so is to assist

the Devil in his work so he is therefore undoubtedly pleased with this pattern of

behavior. He even gets Christians to help him in allowing a sinful lifestyle to

continue to thrive. We all know that there is a current epidemic of fatherless

children as the result of this lifestyle — and Christians are unwittingly helping

it to continue. An instructive presence of Christians in society is one of the few

options that can inhibit the growth of this unbiblical behavior. Again what are

the desires and motives at work that create the atmosphere for the sin?

Dual income households — it has not been popular to be a single income family

for several decades. Through the aid of our government by tax laws, etc., and

the rise in the cost of living, it is financially challenging for many families today

to choose a single income lifestyle. Notably the women’s movement has so

demeaned “stay at home” mothers that many women succumb to the pressure

and have learned to desire a career to avoid the stigma of being “just a housewife,

without enough brains to do otherwise”. This is no less evident among

Christians than non-Christians. One off-shoot of this lifestyle is that children

are forced to grow up much quicker than in generations where this was less

prevalent. Such maturation creates numerous opportunities for all kinds of child

related problems. As much as working parents wish to be available when needed,

the reality is that their children must simply deal with whatever comes their

way on their own — without the immediate sympathetic ear of a parent.

Lacking the availability of a parent, numerous people are generally willing and

available to assist. If a child’s only option is to use such resources for advice or

comfort, how can the child possibly conclude that he or she is a priority to the

parents? What does this say to the child? There should be no question as to why

that child turns to people (perhaps their peers who do not have the maturity to

offer reliable advice) — other than a parent when there is a crisis presented to

him or her later in life. They have been trained to do so from the time they were

little. In fact, many of those who are in non-professionally trained positions that

nevertheless often require frequent counseling of children (youth ministers,

teachers, etc.) will sometimes advise the child to not share information discussed

with them. The reason they give for advising the child in that way is because the

parents “are of a different generation and won’t understand a modern perspective.”

punishments for those actions. Using only the Ten Commandments as the measure,

many people feel pretty good. They know they haven’t killed anyone, stolen

anything (at least nothing of consequence — nothing that really mattered) and so

forth. By contrast however, Jesus’ teaching in the New Law is one concerning

our desires, thoughts, intents, and motives (Matt. 5:22-28). Even when such

motivations may not result in physical actions Jesus warns of the potential outcome.

Thus our desires, thoughts, intents, motives are the precursor to actions that

result in sin. The Devil is well aware of the power of thought and its ability to

direct us into all sorts of evil deeds. Therefore the ability to impact our thinking

ultimately leads to actions that are not in keeping with God’s will for our lives.

So let’s give some thought to some of those new tools the Devil is acquiring with

the help of mankind. Consider for a moment how society is impacting our

thoughts and thus leading to actions that, though may not be sinful in themselves,

certainly create the atmosphere or environment for the Devil to do his best work.

If we view some of the emerging circumstances in our society today as tools being

used and developed by the Devil to make the soil more fertile for sin to evolve,

those circumstance would likely be viewed differently by Bible believing people.

For example, sinful lifestyles today are presented as morally neutral and actually

good for the masses. Many Christians are even beginning to believe that they

are failing to show compassion if they fail to accept these sinful lifestyles. That

is a tool of the devil that’s working quite well. Too often, we blindly adapt to

our surroundings with little or no reaction to the societal driven ideals and

demands that ultimately lead to a complete acceptance of the resulting sin.. Many

principles that are taught in Scripture are being replaced by what is socially

acceptable in the world today. Let’s  give some thought to the following lifestyles

that are common today and the real desires, motives and forces at work that are

wonderful tools for the devil to use. The first one we’ll consider is — 

An increase in single parent households — The tremendous increase in this

component of our society frequently brings with it many violations of Biblical

principles. With the loosened standard of morality concerning sexual behavior,

cohabitation is common. When Christians object or say anything against this

lifestyle, there is a rebuke of the Christian, not a rebuke of the sinful actions

often associated with this lifestyle. This lifestyle often results in children born

out of the benefit of marriage — not to mention any commitment by the parents

to raise the child together. The child is robbed of his or her Biblical right to learn

from both a loving father and mother. But because of the so-called “rights”

(though not based in any manner on the Scriptures) exercised by the unwed

mother the child is most likely impacted for life. The child must learn of God’s

intention for his or her life and the family structure described in the Bible, from

sources other than the example displayed by the parents. Because of the practically

non-existent moral standards of today, single life is admired by much of society

since it allows individuals to experience and enjoy multiple relationships with
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