
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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What Is The Gospel?

TT
hat sounds like a pretty easy question to answer. Some of us might quickly

reply “It’s the Good News.” The Good News for what? “The Good News for

the salvation of mankind.” So what then does it mean to “preach the Gospel?” Would

that mean to tell the lost about salvation through the blood of Jesus Christ? Yes, it

would. The Scriptures refer to that practice in numerous places. For example — 

“And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to

all creation.” (Mark 16:15 NASB)

“Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee,

preaching the gospel of God,” (Mark 1:14 NASB)

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He anointed Me to preach

the gospel to the poor...” (Luke 4:18 NASB)

“So with many other exhortations he preached the gospel to the people.”

(Luke 3:18 NASB)

If we type “what is the Gospel” into a computer search engine, over 200 million

results will be displayed. Some of those results are accurate as to exactly how

one would take advantage of the saving blood of Christ and some are not. For

example: gospeloutreach.net states the following — 

“The gospel is the good news of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus

Christ that provides full and free deliverance from the power and penalty of

sin according to the grace of God alone through faith in Jesus Christ alone.”

Pretty good answer for as far as it goes, but it fails to explain the next step as to how

one would be able to access that grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ. So, in a

way, it’s completely accurate — but would require additional information. That would

also be the case with the answer that “It’s the Good News for the salvation of mankind.”

So what exactly are we getting at here? If the Scriptures clearly demonstrate

that as Christians, we are to preach the Gospel to the lost, the real question we

might need to ask is “just how much of the Bible would we consider to be “the

Gospel”? Is the Gospel only that part of the Bible that leads a lost soul to salva-

tion and then the rest of the Scriptures are something else? Or does the Gospel

go beyond teaching a lost soul what must be done to gain salvation?

One of those 200 and some million results that came up on that search engine

was on the web-site of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Lexington, Kentucky.

While we of course, don’t subscribe to the Lutheran doctrines, Dr. Richard P.
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Yes, we believe it does matter how we put our faith into practice. That’s

why we began writing Diligence on February 15, 2002. At that time we

were members of a congregation that was beginning to stray from the

Word of God. Our prayer was that through Diligence we would be able to

“wake up” those who seemed to be unaware of the drifting that had

become apparent to some of us.

We eventually left that congregation but have continued to publish Diligence

for the past 11 years. During those years we have covered many subjects —

some of a Bible study nature and some of an editorial nature. We have

decided however that this issue — the 243rd — will be the last.

Since beginning Diligence in 2002, the drifting that prompted our first

issue has become widespread throughout many New Testament Churches.

Those who are bent on “revisioning” the Church that began on the day of

Pentecost, are not open to discussions as to why the Bible is the only

source that should be used to determine how God expects us to live and

to worship Him. Some are more interested in making the Church that Jesus

bought with His blood a more modern, comfortable place to congregate

than they are in following Scripture. The New Testament Church was not

established to make sinners comfortable with their sin. It was established to

convict each of us of our sin, pierce our hearts and draw us closer to God.

The Church of the New Testament is not a place where we go to be

entertained — it is instead, baptized believers — who gather together on

the first day of the week to worship Almighty God. The New Testament

Church is not about gathering together someplace and asking what we got

out of the gathering, but is about meeting together to praise and worship

God. WE are not our audience — God is.

We thank all of you who have encouraged us in this endeavor as well as

those who have challenged us through these past 11 years. We hope that

some of the articles have motivated you to study God’s Word and we

pray that our efforts have been a blessing to you in some small way.

Writing each article has been a great blessing to us and it has been a privilege

to have had the opportunity to send Diligence to each of you.

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.” (I Thess. 5:28)
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IS Gospel, brethren. The entire Bible is Gospel and God expects us to live by it.

To solidify the point that once an individual has accepted “the Gospel” by it’s

more narrow definition the rest of the way in which they choose to worship

does really matter, let’s look at what Paul wrote to the Romans.

“to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. First, I thank my

God through Jesus Christ for you all, because your faith is being proclaimed

throughout the whole world. For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the

preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly

I make mention of you, always in my prayers making request, if perhaps

now at last by the will of God I may succeed in coming to you. For I long

to see you so that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may

be established; that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while

among you, each of us by the other’s faith, both yours and mine. I do not

want you to be unaware, brethren, that often I have planned to come to

you (and have been prevented so far) so that I may obtain some fruit among

you also, even as among the rest of the Gentiles. I am under obligation

both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. So,

for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation

to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in

it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written,

‘But the righteous man shall live by faith.’” (Romans 1: 7-16 NASB)

These verses are quite important in light of the subject we are discussing here.

They are significant in helping determine exactly what is the Gospel according

to the Scriptures themselves. Paul was writing to a group of established and

apparently very strong Christians yet he said he was “eager to preach the

gospel to” them. Since they clearly were already converted, that would mean

that he was eager to instruct them in the finer points of how they were to conduct

themselves in various aspects of their Christianity. So since Paul was going to

preach “the gospel” to the established, (already converted) Christians in Rome,

and he told them that “it is the power of God for salvation” those who have been

converted had better study diligently to comprehend and practice the finer

points of the whole Word of God for “in it the righteousness of God is revealed.”

For many of us, it doesn’t matter how much of the Bible we would define as “the

Gospel” because we strive to follow all of God’s Word anyway. But the unity —

can’t we all just get along regardless of the finer points of the Bible — trend

that is influencing so many individuals as well as churches today, diminishes every

teaching past the fact that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that we are saved

through His redeeming blood. Past that belief, the unity movement holds to the

belief that it matters little exactly how one accepts that saving grace or puts ones

faith into practice. But, according to Paul, it does matter — it matters a lot.

Bucher put it this way — 

“At the heart of Christianity is “the Gospel.” The word occurs many times in

the pages of the Bible and is obviously an important teaching for those who

mention it. But what exactly is the Gospel? The Gospel is the Core Teaching

of Christianity. The word “Gospel” is the translation of the Greek New

Testament word euangellion, and means “good news” or “glad tidings.” This

good news is nothing less than the essential teaching of Jesus Christ and

Christianity. According to the New Testament, this Gospel was Christ’s core

teaching, indeed, His reason for teaching.” — http://www.orlutheran.com

Humm-m-m-m — “essential teaching” — “core teaching” — that’s interesting.

One would have to ask exactly what might be included in essential or core

teachings? Jesus did say more in Matthew’s account of those verses we read earlier

from Mark 16:15. Let’s look at Matthew’s account.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the

name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to

observe all that I commanded you;...” (Matthew 28:19-20 NASB)

Jesus not only told his apostles to “make disciples...baptizing them...”, but he went

beyond that instruction and told his apostles to “teach them to observe all that I

command you....” That would include a lot more than just leading them to salvation.

That would greatly expand the essential or core teachings — or what would be

included in “the Gospel” wouldn’t it?

The point we want to make here is that “the Gospel” extends well beyond

preaching to the unconverted and leading them to salvation. The writers of the

New Testament were inspired by the Holy Spirit to discuss extensive — perhaps

we could call them — refinements — to the basic truths that lead to salvation.

The Letters are filled with information that is intended to give deeper knowl-

edge and understanding to those who have already been saved by the blood of

Christ through baptism. Those refinements have been written for continued

learning by those who have already been baptized. So when we speak of

“preaching the Gospel” it would include far more than the steps to salvation. 

Why does this matter, you say? It becomes extremely important in a world that is

leaning more and more toward a type of Christianity that excludes the extensive

“refinements” that are a part of the Church that was established on the day of

Pentecost. Not every church meets the qualifications of that Church. There was one

Church established on that day and “the Gospel” dictates the practices of that

Church. Leading a soul to Christ and then carrying on after that saving act in any

manner one chooses is not in keeping within the confines of “the Gospel” — whether

it be the manner in which a church is organized, the way it chooses to conduct its

worship services, the manner in which it’s members choose to live their lives or

any number of other choices that might not be according to “the Gospel.” There

seems to be an acceptance of the belief that once one has “accepted the Gospel,” the

“rules” to be followed after that, are open for interpretation since “it’s not Gospel.” It
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